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WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to the new school year at Norths. I hope you enjoyed a wonderful 
holiday break with your family and made some special memories that your 
children can hold on to for years to come. A very warm welcome to our new 
students and their families. We know you will love St Marys North as much as 
we do.  
Our students have quickly settled into their new classes and learning is well under way. A special mention 
must be made about our new kindergarten students. I am so impressed with the way they have all 
transitioned to school, their smiles simply light up their rooms! 
 
BOOK PACKS 
All students are required to have a book pack purchased for them. The book pack contains all of the 
necessary stationary items and books that will be required for learning throughout 2018. Notes were sent 
home in Week 1. Students require their book packs as soon as possible so that they have work books to 
record their learning in.   
 
YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER 
Your child’s teacher is your first point of contact should you have a concern or enquiry, please contact 
them to arrange a time to meet if required. Generally, teachers are involved with classroom preparation at 
the beginning of each day so please try to avoid ‘catching a teacher’ prior to class in the morning as they 
will find it difficult to give you the time that you may require. All staff can be contacted to arrange an 
appointment via a note, a phone call to the office or at the classroom in the afternoon. 
 
GATE TIMES 
A reminder our gates open at 8.30am in the morning. Please ensure your child is not at school before this 
time as they will not have access to the playground. The gates on Debrincat Ave close at 9.15am and the 
Willow Rd gates shut at 9.30am. To gain entry to the school after this time you are required to buzz at the 
Willow Rd gate and the office staff will assist you. All gates open at 2.50pm in the afternoon.  
A reminder that smoking on school grounds is strictly prohibited. There is also a 4-metre exclusion zone 
from the entrance gates. Please be mindful of the health of our students and community members and 
refrain from smoking near our school.  
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

TUESDAY  13 FEBRUARY 2018 HEALTHY SKILLS FOR LIFE 
FOR YEARS 1,2 & 3 

FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2018 PSSA TRIAL DAY 
TUESDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2018 P&C MEETING – 9:30AM 
WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2018 3-6 SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
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ATTENDANCE 

The Education Act 1990 requires you to ensure your child attends school 
each day that instruction is provided unless they are prevented from doing 
so by sickness or another acceptable reason and for you to provide an 
explanation for any absence. You are required to explain your child’s 
absences within 7 days. Failure to do so will result in an unjustified absence 
being recorded. Attached to this newsletter you will find slips that can be 
used to notify the school of your child’s absence and the reason.  

The school day starts promptly at 9.00am each day. Last year, we had an increasing number of students 
that were continually arriving to school late. This impacts greatly on students academically and socially. 
Students who are late to class miss vital instruction that forms a part of morning routines and lessons. It 
can also be uncomfortable for a student to walk into class late as their classmates will be engaged in 
learning and they will need to interrupt the lesson to receive individual instructions. We are hopeful that 
2018 will see all students arriving to school prior to 9.00am ready to start the school day on time. We 
thank you for your assistance in advance. 
 
KEEP US UP TO DATE 
At times, we find that our student contact records are out of date. This becomes a problem should we 
need to contact you about your child. If you have changed your phone number or address, please let us 
know as soon as possible.  
At this time of the year it is also timely to ensure we have current student health care plans. It is vital that 
we are well informed about our students’ health needs to ensure we provide a safe place for them at 
school. If you wish to check your child’s information, please contact the front office. Some parents may be 
requested to provide updated information from a doctor. 
 
PARENT PARTICIPATION  
We value highly parent participation and involvement in our school. The school P&C 
provides a wonderful opportunity for parents to become involved and I encourage all 
new and existing parents to make the time to join. The first P&C meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 20th February at 9.30am in the staffroom. It would be lovely to see many new 
faces join us. Another way to participate is to offer some time to assist in the canteen. 
Our school canteen is run by volunteers and without your support we find it difficult to 
have the canteen open and available to our students. If you think you may be able to 
spare some time, please let us know at the front office. 
 
UNIFORM 
Our students are very proud of their school uniforms. A uniform helps children identify as belonging to our 
wonderful school. Last year the P&C aided in the distribution of uniforms that were never claimed from 
Lost Property and from donations that were made by families when their children out grew their uniforms. 
Each morning a clothing rack is put outside the front office with pre-loved clothing. Please feel free to take 
a look for anything your child may need. Donations of uniforms are very much appreciated. 
 
HEALTHY SKILLS FOR LIFE 
Our students will again this year be provided with lessons from the Life Skills Group. During the sessions 
students build awareness of their physical, social, and emotional health and wellbeing and are equipped 
with skills to deal with the upcoming challenges of growing up. Increased self-esteem, self-image, 
resilience and confidence are some of the skills that are taught through mindfulness activities. This term, 
years 1, 2 and 3 will have weekly lessons each Tuesday. It is beneficial if your child is dressed in 
appropriate clothing for these lessons, dresses can be a little difficult to do yoga poses in! 
 
 
 



 
MEET THE TEACHER BREAKFAST 
This week we welcomed many of our families to school to enjoy breakfast with us and meet our class 
teachers. It was wonderful to see so many familiar and new faces join us. Our teaching staff truly 
appreciate having the opportunity to meet with so many parents and pass on their thanks for taking the 
time to join us. A special thanks to our dedicated teachers who ensured that such an event could take 
place. Our KidsMatter parent representatives, Mrs Nicole Baker and Mrs Lisa Dunn, worked tirelessly 
organising donations from companies and shopping for all of the yummy food that was available. A huge 
thanks to Lydia’s mum (2W), who cooked chocolate waffles for us as well. Thank you to you all, we 
couldn’t do this without you! 
 
I look forward to another exciting year. St Marys North PS is a vibrant learning community where we work 
together to ensure our students grow into well informed and respectful young people. We have so many 
wonderful things to look forward to, let the learning begin! 
 

‘The capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is a skill; the willingness to 
learn is a choice.’ – Brian Herbert 

Mrs Parrello 

Thank you to Officeworks who have donated an entire pallet of 
photocopying paper to our school. This will help us enormously in 

providing our students with valuable learning resources. 

 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING - PBL 
St Marys North students have all returned ready to learn, showing they are 
Responsible, Respectful, Safe, Learners.  
This week our PBL focus for PBL Good Work Awards is All Settings - 
Responsible and PBL Playground - Wear a school hat. Next week the Good 
Work focus is All Settings – Respectful and PBL Playground – Responsible – 
walk to lines when the music starts. 

Please keep an eye out for PBL information in each Newsletter. 
From the PBL Team 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Just a reminder that the office hours are 8:30am to 3:30pm. Money can only be taken 
between the hours of 8:30am to 12:30pm. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Please return all year 6 jacket and shirt notes with money to the office by the 23rd 
March 2018. Also, please return all swimming carnival notes for years 3-6 who are competent swimmers 
are due by Tuesday 20th February 2018.  



 



 

 
JAMIE-LEE COLES 
JACK ALDERTON 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Thank you to the many families who have already returned books from 
2017! Library borrowing for all classes starts on Monday 12 February. 
Books borrowed in previous years need to be returned to the library as 
soon as possible please. Students with overdue books will have their 
borrowing restricted until those books are returned or paid for. They will 
only be permitted to borrow one book each week and not one of the new 
books. 
All students in Kindergarten to Year 4 need a library bag for borrowing. Students in Years 5 & 6 
do not need a bag. School library bags can be purchased from the office for $13 or students may 
use any bag, such as a reusable shopping bag, fabric bag with drawstring, pillow case or strong 
plastic bag. 
During Semester 1, Kindergarten students may borrow one fiction book each week. During 
Semester 2, they may also borrow one non-fiction book. From the start of the year, Years 1 & 2 
may borrow up to one fiction and one non-fiction book. Years 3 & 4 may borrow up to 2 fiction 
and 2 non-fiction books. Years 5 & 6 may borrow up to 3 fiction and non-fiction books each week. 
Library books need to be taken care of and kept away from food, drinks and little brothers or 
sisters who might accidentally damage the books! Damaged books need to be returned so they 
can be repaired. Lost library books need to be paid for so that a replacement book can be 
ordered. 
Students in every class are encouraged to borrow regularly from the library. Please remind your 
child to return their books every week so they can borrow. To further encourage borrowing, we 
have both class and individual borrowing competitions. Each week students earn a point for their 
class when they borrow. The winner is the class with the highest percentage of borrowers over 
the term and this is announced at the end of Week 9 each term. The prize is a free sausage 
sizzle lunch for every student in the winning class and their teacher. Students who borrow every 
week, also earn a Good Work Card at the end of the term. These students go into a lucky draw 
where one student from K-2 and one from Years 3-6 win a fabulous book prize! 
Scholastic Australia book club order forms are sent home twice each term. If you would like to 
purchase any items, please complete the order form and return it with the payment to the office 
before 12 noon on the due date. The last day for orders for Issue 1 is Monday 19 February. 
Orders usually arrive at school 7-10 days after the closing date. 
Please feel free to drop in to the library to see Miss Campbell before or after school if you have 
any questions. 
 

Happy reading everyone! 
 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 



 
  



 
  



 
STUDENT INFORMATION UPDATE 

 
 
Please fill out the required information for your child/children for the updating of school records.  It is very 
important that the school has current information relating to your child/children. Please notify the 
school if any changes occur throughout the year. 
 
 
FAMILY SURNAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________ 
 
MOTHER WORK:______________________________ MOTHER MOBILE:________________________ 
 
FATHER WORK:_______________________________FATHER MOBILE:_________________________ 
 
 
 

STUDENTS NAMES CLASS  ALLERGIES  MEDICAL PROBLEMS 
 

1. _____________________ _______ __ _______________ _________________________ 
 
2.   _____________________ _______ __ _______________ _________________________ 
 
3.   _____________________ _______ __ _______________ _________________________ 
 
4.   _____________________ _______ __ _______________ _________________________ 
 
 
 
DOCTORS NAME: _____________________PHONE NUMBER:___________________ 
 
 
MEDICARE NUMBER:____________________________ 
 
 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS (OTHER THAN PARENT) 
 
 
NAME: ________________________________RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT______________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER: ___________________________MOBILE NO.:________________________________ 
 
 
 
NAME: ________________________________RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT______________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER: ___________________________MOBILE NO.:________________________________ 
 
 
CUSTODY DETAILS:  Please contact the office with any details regarding custody to make sure our records are up to date. 
Please note this information will be treated with strict confidentiality. 
 
 
Please complete and return to the office as soon as possible. 
 

 


	FAMILY SURNAME: ______________________________________________________________________
	NAME: ________________________________RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT______________________

